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Santa Barbara,Cal. 

May 8,1911. 


) 


Bear Mr.Brewster, 

I want to thank you for your kind letter of 
30th.ult., which of course was of the greatest interest to me.naturally, 

I shall consider it absolutely confidential. 

On April 30th., the very day on which you wrote to me, I had the 
good fortune to collect a magnificent male Troupial(Icterus icterus). 

The feathers of wings and tail were in the most perfect condition,as 
well as the feet, so that I should feel positive it was not a. cage bird, 
even if there were no other evidence.However, about a month ago a friend 
here reported seeing three birds that he described as, "About the size 
of ''eadowlarke, but with long black tails, black heads, and a stripe over 
the back like a Holstien cow".He is an excellent observer and has done 
considerable bird work,but I thought he must have been dreaming until 
I got my Troupial and saw the orange stripe across the upper back,He 
picked it out at once from a lot of other birds,so it seems possible 
that there was a small migration of them this spring.My bird was with 
a large flock of migrating Western Tanagers,in a very wild section of 
Mission Canyon, and seemed perfectly at home in the tops of the sycamores. 

Thanking you again for: your letter, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 




S an t a Bei rb ar a, C a 1. 
Jan. 24, 1912 . 


My dear Mr.Brewster, 

This is the first season in many years when I have 
not written you on or about the firat of the year.My reason,however, ia 
all to good a one for my motner died on the eleventh of this month.We 
were prepared for it,but had a long siege . 

During the past fall I have had so little time for the field 
that I devoted all there was to spare on the shore-birda.Bor a couple 
of months Mr.A.B,Howell, of Pasadena, was here with his automobile and we 
were able to put in the few hours to best advantage.Our success was not 
far from phenominal,as we took such rare things for this locality as 
Pectoral and Baird's Sandpipers, Knot, Surf-bird, Ruddy Turnstone,etc.In 
one of the corning "Condor" numbers we are giving an account of the sit¬ 
uation from the shore-bird point of view,which I hope will be of value. 

My spring work was chiefly notable for the Troupial I took 
and the number of hummingbird nests I found.The Troupial,while it is in 
the most perfect plumage,the"powers that be"in Washington consider must 
be an escaped cage bird, as it is so very far out of its normal range.I 
am,never the less, very much pleased to have taken it. 

In regard to the hummers, I never imagined anything like it. 

In mission canyon alone I found 104 occupied nests,47 being Black-chin- 
ned,27 Anna's, 22 Allen's, and 8 Costa's.When one considers my very limit 
ted amount of time and the difficulty of finding the neots, this figure 
cannot represent half the actual number really there. I never before 
found enough nests to suit me of these beautiful little birds and, while 
I took only two or three of a kind, I fairly gorged myself with finding 
them and studying the habits of the different kinds. 
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II 

Santa Barbara is a poor place for eggs,and three nests of the 
Hutton’s Yireo were the only rewards of interest that resulted from nay 
personal field work.However, various friends sent me some beauti ful sets 
to add to my collection.A set of Blue-throated Hummer n/2(nest built on 
a bit of wire) was sent me by my fried Frank Willard,of Tombstone.From 
A.B. Howel l came Rufous- crowned Sparrow n/4 .I'r. John S. Thayer sent me a 
set of Pacific Shearwater l/l(taken in Alaska), while Dr.A.K.Fisher made 
my soul glad by a gem of a Golden-cheeked Warbler nest and three eggs. 
The above, with several others of lesser value, have made my season very 
successful after all. 

Father and I expect to stay down here until about the first 
of April, when we intend to return to Tacoma.Santa Barbara is beautiful, 
and the climate is perfect beyond description, but I think neither of uti 
could be satisfied anywhere but in Tacoma. 

I was much interested in your article on the flight of gulls 
in the last "Auk”, having wondered at the same thing myself,That,and the 
way a grebe or loon lowers and raises itself in the water, have always 
been among the great puzzles to me in birdlife. 

Taken as a Whole the bird situation has not been very satis¬ 
factory to me.Messrs Ridgeway,Crinrell and Oberholser differ so widely 
as to the identification of several sub-species that I really do not 
know wh&t I srn talking about some of the time, which has left me open to 
some criticism.The Fox Sparrows,Bush-Tits,Yellow-throats, etc.are just 
so many bones of contention. 

With best regards from both father and myself, I am, 


/ 



Very sincerely yours, 
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Tacoma, Wash. 
Jan, 1,1916. 


Lear Mr. Brewster 

It is many a long day since I have heard from 
you, indeed I was sick for such a long time that I rather "believe 
you must have thought I had dropped out of sight altogether. How¬ 
ever, I am in fine shape again now and getting into the good old 
game once more as lively as ever. 

I hope that time has treated you well and that things 
of new interest are reaching your collection every now and then. 
Needless to say that I shall "be only too glad to get you mater¬ 
ial from this part of the country if you care for it. 

A number'pf things have come up lately that seemed to 
me of unusual interest. Three new records for the state are 
Trumpeter Swan, Golden Plover,and Porbush’ Sparrow, of which I had 
the pleasure of preparing the last two for myself. I am not" posi¬ 
tive about the swan being a new record,but I believe there has been 
nothing very definite been recorded of them in this state in recent 
years at least. 

During the past week a large flock of Bohemian Waxwings 
has been in the park opposite which we live, and they surely are: 
moat beautiful birds. Although by no means a state record,they 
are the first that I ever saw alive and were not at all frightened 
by my approaching slowly to within from six to ten feet of them. 
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I forget if I wrote you of the European Widgeon that was 
shot near here and given me by a friend. It was a new record for 
the state,but possibly you may have seen my account of it in the 
"Auk* or the "Condor". 

My collection of eggs still continues to grow and now 
numbers 627 varieties. Recent'additions of interest are Yellow 
Rail N/9, Black Rail N/8, Peale’s Falcon l/4, and others(l think 
I have never told you of these). There are a number of vacancies 
that I should like to fill, among them being Zone-tailed Hawk, 

Short-tailed Hawk, Gyrfalcon, Poor-will, Black-whiskered Vireo, 
Blue-winged Warbler, Palm Warbler,Wilson’s Warbler,and others. 

If you happen to know of anyone likely to have these for exchange 
I should be very glad to have the address. 

I wonder if you can help me to solve a moat puzzling 
state of affairs that occurred last spring. I discovered a little 
chain of lakes in the woods near here upon which the Hooded Mer¬ 
gansers were very common,in fact I saw sixteen females in one day. 
However,hunt as I would I could not find a nest, although I probed 
nearly every hole in a tree that looked big enough to hold even a 
Chickadee{taking two sets of Kennicott’s Screech Owl during the 
search). On May Ilth. the first lady Hoody appeared with ten wee 
babies,and this right where I had hunted the most thoroughly. I 
must confess that I cannot understand it, and hope that you may be 
able to furnish a key to the situation. I intend to get after them 
with bird-boxes, and have made six that look to me far more suitable 
than holes intrees could be. Very few of my "decoys" for Creepers 
go untenanted,so perhaps I may do something with the Hoodys. 





i 


\ -VaC It, 


III 


I suppose you know that our friend Allan Brooks has now 


been in the trenches about nine months and has been promoted to a 
captain. His only injury I think is the loss of hearing in one 
ear,due to a bursting shell. He is one of the finest fellows that 
I ever knew and I mo3ti sincerely hope that he will come through 
the war in safety. Both as a man and as an artist the world caar; 
nott afford to lose him. 


It was a pleasure to see Dr. A,K, Fisher last summer,who 


came through Seattle on hi 3 way home from the A.O.U, meeting in 
San Francisco. I had hoped that you might have made the trip also, 
but better luck next time. 

Well,I fear that this letter is getting over long, so I 
will close with all good wishes for the coming year. 

Always sincerely yours. 




I 
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Tacoma* Wash. 
Dec*28,1916. 


Dear Mr. Brewster: 

It is possible that my annual letter may not 
be quite due, but the spirit mores me so I am getting in a day 
or two ahead of time. 

I took no eggs new to my collection this year as the 
the way matters stood made it practically out of the question 
for me to get away from the vicinity of Tacoma.. However, I took 
enough good Bets from around here to enable me to add a number 
of new and interesting eggs by the exchange route. My collec- 
tion now numbers 760 varieties on the A.O.IT. list, and I am ex¬ 
pecting two or three new sets shortly after the first of the 
year. I am especially anxious to get a set each of the Short- 
tailed Hawk and the Gyrfalcon (I'.r. gyrfalco ). so. if by any 
chance you know of anyone who has them for exchange, you will do 
me a great favor by letting me know about it. 

It has been an exceedingly interesting year from a 
bird skin point of view as something* new or rare seems to be 
putting in an appearance at very short intervals. The Baird’s 
Sandpiper, for example, has been unknown to me in this state for 
the twenty years that I have been here,yet last fall it was 
comparatively common on the Tacoma flats. I am wondering if 
they will be like the Lesser Yellow-legs that were common in 
the fall of 1913,which is the first and only time I have ever 
known them to occur here. 
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Just at present I am wondering what some of the Horned 
Owls are that I have skinned from around here. They vary all the 
way from a pure white Arctic Horned,with gray markings,to the 
blackest kind of a Dusky Horned. One that puzzles me most is a 
yellowish bird with brown markings. Do you think it would be at 
all likely that the common Horned Owl would occur here,or would 
it be more likely to be a cross of some kind ? 

I got a Sharp-shinned Hawk, fully mature in plumage, 
the other day that is also a puzzle to me. It is intermediate in 
size between my other males and females,but the curious part is 
that there were absolutely no signs of any sexual organs. The 
bird was shot in the head and neck, the body being uninjured, so 
that I had a clear field for examination. It ia the only case 
of the kind that I have ever seen. 

There has been an immense flight of Snowy Owls this 
winter, the largest that I hare ever seen. Some of the books give 
the length up to 2? inches,which I think must be very excep¬ 
tional to eay the least. I have examined over twenty lately and. 
the largest measured only a. trifle over 23,75 incites. This was 
an immense bird,weighing six pounds and having a wing spread of 
62.00, It was a very dark female. Incidentally,the males were 
the first to arrive, but at least seven out of ten that I have i 
examined were females. This last holds good with the Horned 
Owls that I have examined from around here, the percentage of 
females being perhaps even larger in this last named species. 



De<: If 


III 


I have been putting in a good deal of spare time during 


the past few months in photographing my egg collection,and the 
results have been fairly satisfactory I think* I am enclosing a 
print of one of my upland gamebird drawers to give you an idea of 
what I mean. There are about sixty-four drawers altogether and 
the photographs make quite an attractive little book. I am also 
enclosing a Kodac photograph of myself taken a short time ago, 
and I should greatly like to have something of yourself if you 
have one to spare. Of course I should like to have a moderately 
recent picture of you,but I will not pin you down to that. 


Well,I fear that this letter is getting over long, but 


there are so many things that I should like to talk over with 
you that I have been tempted to use up paper. However, I’ll stop 
now with the very best wishes for the coming season from both 
my father and myself, father is in very good shape,inspite of 
his eighty-five years. 


Always sincerely yours. 








' J 
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Tacoma, Wash* 
Dec.26,1917. 


Dear Mr. Brewster: 

The season has rolled around again to where it is 
time for my annual letter,something which always gives me a real 
pleasure since wejseem unable to meet in person these days. 

You may possibly have read in the "Auk" and the "Condor" 


a few outbursts on the subject of owls,new state records, etc.,so I 
shall try not to repeat myself any more than possible. 


I was sorry not to have attended the A.O.U. meeting, in 


particular because X should have liked to renew old friendships 
and meet in person many whom I know only by correspondence. One 


of the best features of my exchanges in eggs is the friends that 
these dealings have brought me, some that I feel X could rely upon 

4-2 ’• 

absolutely in time of need,even though I have never seen them. 

My nesting season for 1917 proved even more interesting 
than usual, as I personally collected two sets of species new to 
my collection. These are Hooded Merganser N/lO and Northern Red- 
Breasted Sapsucker 1/5,which oddly enough were in the same patch 
of woods and only a couple of hundred yards apart -— although 
not collected on the same date. You probably have already re¬ 
ceived my calendar with the photograph of the Hooded Merganser 
nesting site. I think I told you about setting up six of these 
boxes,which I did two years ago. Nothing at all used them in 
1916 and many of my friends were inclined to consider it a use¬ 
less piece of hard work, for it was hard work carrying a long 
ladder and heavy boxes through those swamps. But you will easily 
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believe that I felt more than repaid when, upon leaning the ladder 

against the tree last April,I heard a great scratching inside the 

box and the female Merganser came boiling out at top speed. I did 

have an awful shock, however,for while climbing the ladder I heard 

and 

a slight splash behind m#/\what was my horror, upon looking around, 
to see six baby ducks paddling by, You may imagine what a relief 
it was when a hen Mallard swam out of a patch of brush and escort¬ 
ed the ducklings to dry land and off through the bushes, I was soon 
on my way up the ladder and when X felt inside the box it seemed 
almost too good to be true. My first set of Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
Hermit Warbler, Wn, Golden-crowned Kinglet,and one or two other 
"red letter” finds had a hard fight for their laurels right there, 

I have also added some interesting new sets by the ex¬ 
change route,possibly the three best being California Vulture X/l, 
Short-tailed Hawk 1/2, and Tennessee Warbler H/6. Other new sets 
have raised ray collection to 770 varieties,with a few more expect¬ 
ed in the near future, so that I feel well pleased on the subject. 

It was something of a disappointment to me that my paper 
on the Limicolae of this state was not read at the A.O.U. meeting, 
as I think it might have proved of interest. However,X expect it 
will appear in some future number of the "Auk”. 

The American Lake cantonment,which is just outside of 
Tacoma, has brought me in touch with a number of interesting bird 
men who have joined the army. Among them are Sidney B. Peyton,of 
Seape, Calif., who collected ray set of White-throated Swift N/4, 

Bald Eagle l/2» Xantus’ Murrelet 1/2, all taken near Sespe. Only 
this morning I had the pleasure of showing ray collection to 

tKi 

Adrian Van Rossera, of Los Angeles, who has taken many sets that 
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are in my collection,both in Calif, and Salvador. It was most in¬ 
teresting getting notes in full detail of all the circumstances 
connected with the collecting of these sets. 

I have had a goodly number of interesting letters from 

my British Columbia friend C. de B. Green,who has been with the 

array in Prance almost ever since the beginning of the war. His 

love for egg collecting is undiminished and he writes that half 

his luggage consists of nests and eggs. On one occasion,while 

under fire,he tried to find a Gold-crest’s nest as he thought it 
would 

y^raake interesting data and was very nearly sent to the guardhouse 
as being out of his head. He has taken a number of my rarest 
sets, such as Clarke’s nutcracker, Peale’s Palcon, etc.,and has 
some interesting things for me from "over there”. How vastly 
interesting they will be,taken under such conditions. 

The past spring gave me a lot of fun with the Calif. 
Creepers,as they were fairly numerous. Every first set that I 
found in good condition for blowing I would take, and then nail 
up a ”decoy” some fifteen or twenty feet away. Without an ex¬ 
ception my false nests were all used, full sets being ready in 
ten days, or two weeks at most. I never take these second seta 
that are put in my "decoys” and you would think that the birds 
had learned this from experience in previous years. These 
second sets are seldom,if ever,smaller than the first ones,and 
sometimes larger. I was strongly tempted to break my rule on a 
beautiful H/S^that the bird had put in one of my "decoys” in 
place of a rather inferior N/5 that I had taken from her some 
ten days before. However,I sighed and let her keep it. 

With best wishes of the season from both my father 
and myself, and hoping that this finds you well, I am. 

Always sincerely yours. 
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Tacoma, Wash, 
Feb. 6,1917. 



/ 


Dear Mr. Erewster: 


This is just a few lines to tell you how much 


pleased I am to have the photograph of yourself,which arrived in 
perfect condition some days ago. I should have acknowledged it 
sooner, hut wanted to make a copy of it for my little hook. As my 
luck was fairly good it may interest you to have a sample of how 
it came out. I am also enclosing the film because you may some 
time wish for a picture of this size, so you had better keep it. 
My little Kodao seems to me to take unusually good pictures,so 
I think I must have been fortunate in getting an extra good 
lense. 


Last Saturday a friend and I went out in his automo¬ 


bile for the morning and brought home one Dusky Horned Owl, two 
Redpolls(very rare here), a magnificent Bohemian Waxwing, and 
a Hepburn’ s Rosy Finch ---> all in perfect condition. I have 
never seen the Rosy Finch here before, although they are not rare 
above timber line during the summer in the Cascades, This is the 
second season that I have ever seen the Bohemian Waxwings here, 
so we were well pleased with our morning. 


Thanking you again for your photograph, I am, 

Always gl rift v vnuyp 





Tacoma, Wash, 


Jan. 2,1919, 


Dear Mr. Brewster: 


It is one day past the date for ray regular letter, 


but the delay was caused by a hope that an expected box of eggs 
might arrive so that I could have told you of its actual arrival. 
However,I will delay no longer as I am always enthusiastic when 
the time for our annual long-distance conversation comes around. 


My egg collecting season resulted in no extra thrilling 


events,such as the Hooded Merganser episode of the previous year. 
In fact the Hoodys gave me the slip altogether this season, al- 



always on hand when I went down there. It 


though 


is simply beyond my comprehension where they put their nests,as 
there must have been at least two pairs in this one place, I was 
on the grounds as early as the 1st. of March,but they would not 
let me see them selecting a nesting site. One interesting thing, 
however, was the number of Mallards that had their sets completed 
at this early date, and by the middle of April it was hard to find 
one of these ducks that had not hatched her brood. The winter had 
been mild, but the spring was very cold and wet up to April 1st., 
in spite of which very few addled eggs were to be found. 


I did not find any nests of the very rare warblers, either, 


although both Hermit and Townsend’s were by no means rare --- this 

was painful as Townsend’s is still a vacancy in my collection. In 

' 

spite of all this I have no right to complain,as nearly all of the 
other birds treated me unusually well. I took three very nice sets 



of the Wn. Golden-crowned Kinglet, with nests, and as many of the 
California Creeper, with a goodly representation of many of the 
more common varieties. While these added nothing new in them¬ 
selves to my collection,they have done wonders via the exchange 
route so that my collection has risen to 786 varieties on the 
A.O.U. list. In addition I am expecting any day now sets of Paro¬ 
quet Auklet, Old-3quaw, Pribilof Sandpiper N/4, Aleutian Rosy~~ 
Pinch N/5, Alaska Wren N/7, and a number more, all of which will be 
new to me and all taken by personal friends. 

A very fine set of Sage Hen N/8,the nest heavily lined 
with their handsome black feathers,was sent me by a friend east 
of the mountains --- a great improvement upon my former set of 1/6. 
Prom the same locality came an interesting, but puzzling,set^ of 
ducks eggs, with nest. It contained nine eggs of the Mallard, twsv-nf. 
the Pintail, and one of the Gadwall, while the down in the nest was 
nearly all of it very light,much like that of the Redhead. The hen 
Gadwall was sitting hard, and seemed in full possession. The first 
three ducks mentioned all have nests of dark colored down,so who 
was the real owner of this nest? There was a large variety of 
ducks nesting in this locality, so it was not unusual for them to 
bunch together a little,but the light colored down puzzles me. The 
study of birds, nests, and eggs never loses interest, as something new 
bobs up every season for us to admire and wonder over. 

There has been nothing of especial interest happened so 
far this fall in the bird line, as the weather has been toowarm for 
any migration from the north. However, I wonder if I might have 
written you of the star addition to my collection that I made last 
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spring? At the risk of repeating myself I will state briefly that 
it is a White Gyr falcon in the most wonderful plumage,the lower 
parts being immaculate whi te, wi th only two or three faint dashes 
of blue-black on the flanks. This bird was shot in Montana on 
Nov.I8th.,1917, and sent to Seattle for mounting. It received at¬ 
tention just in time to prevent it spoiling, and I was fortunate 
enough to get possession of it shortly afterwards. 

My friend C. de B. Green,who sent me the nest and eggs 
of the European Sparrow, must have done something over there oe- 
sides hunt birds’ nests as the french general gave him ♦■he silver 
Croix de Guerre. Green says it is because he found a nest and eggs 
o-f the Little Bustard, of which he is very proud, and that is all 
I can get out of him on the subject. He writes the most interesting 
letters about the birds over there around the front lines,but men- ^ ^ 

tion 3 the fighting only incidentally, yet I know he has been in the 
thick of it for nearly three years. Let us hope most sincerely 
that the war is really over, although it looks to me as if there 
might still be much to be done. My cousin Teddy Gardiner, of Boston, 
who is in the flying service, went up with one companion on Septem¬ 
ber I2th.,1918, and have not been heard from since. This was on the 
front lines in France, so all we can do now is to hope for the best. 

Father and I are both in good shape, and father wishes me 
to give you his very best regards. 

I certainly wish I might have a good long talk with you 
in person, as my letters certainly do run to a scandallous length. 
However, I will stop now, wi th all best wishes for the new season* 



Always sincerely your3„ 




